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STUDY SHEET 
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Called by the Gospel 
1 Corinthians 15:1-8 

 

Longer passages are not quoted in the study sheet, but they can be read in the accompanying transcript. 
 

After 34 years, we still proclaim the _____________ of hope and salvation.  Today we’re 
exploring what it __________ to be called by the gospel.  The Scriptures contain the words of 
___________ life.  They teach us how to draw close to God and find the ______________ that 
He offers.  We need His grace, and the Bible teaches us _______ to receive His grace.   
 
This television ministry began on the first Lord’s Day of September, 1980, with Mack Lyon 
_____________ the gospel; and today marks the beginning of our 35th year.  For 34 years this 
program, which began on one station in Ada, Oklahoma, broadcasts the glorious gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  Today we broadcast on WGN America throughout the United States; we’re also on 206 
broadcast television stations; we’re on 150 cable systems; and we’re on more than fifty radio 
stations across the country.  We’re grateful to churches of Christ and faithful Christians all over 
the country who have ____________ this ministry and made it possible.  We’re also grateful for 
your prayers and encouragement.  We hope to __________ the Lord and you for many years to 
come. Our task in this program is to __________ the gospel, the good news of Christ, and that’s 
man’s hope.  We echo the words of the apostle Paul that you can read in Romans 1:14-16. 
Your greatest ________, your greatest ____________, and your opportunity for eternal ______ 
comes in the gospel.  So, _______ the gospel and _______ it. 
 
Our reading comes from 1 Corinthians 15:1-8.   
 
The Lord Jesus came into this world to ________ souls.  The angel Gabriel told Joseph, “you 
shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their _______” (Matthew 1: 21).  
When John the Baptist introduced Jesus to his disciples, he said, “Behold, the Lamb of God 
who ________  _______ the sin of the world!” (John 1:29). As we read through the gospels, 
Jesus willingly ________ on the cross for our sins (1 Peter 2:24). Jesus not only saved us from 
sin, He ____________ us to a higher and nobler life.  He wanted to ________ a sin-sick world. 
 
Read what Mark 2:15-17 says.   Jesus has always _________ for every soul, and especially 
those who have been scarred by sin.  With love and compassion He helps us_________ an old 
life of moral slavery to sin and then to ________ free from its stain and guilt.  In Christ, we can 
truly be ________ again!  That’s the gospel; that’s good news! 
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The Lord Jesus sent forth His apostles with this ___________, “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even 
to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:19-20). We must ____________ to make disciples and 
preach the same gospel that the apostles preached from the beginning. Why?  Because we still 
________ His saving grace and the healing that His forgiveness brings.  As long as sin 
__________ souls, we must preach the truth, the truth that brings eternal life.  The gospel truth 
is God’s _______ for our families, our nation, and the world. Nothing is so needed or important. 
 
People need the gospel today more than ever.  We won’t find ____________ from sin by 
ignoring it or by acting like it’s irrelevant.  Sin isn’t irrelevant to God.  Sin remains as God’s 
enemy and the enemy to our __________.  Those who follow Christ realize that God gave the 
___________ to man’s sin problem in the preaching of the gospel.  Today faithful Christians 
can speak like the apostle Paul – read Romans 1:14-16.  God’s gospel message still has that 
same ___________ to save and to free from sin.  As Christians we’re obligated to _________ 
this salvation with you. 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-3. Jesus died so that we might be _______ from sin and _______ to 
righteousness.  God raised Him up to provide evidence to all that Jesus is truly ________ of all.  
There is indeed life after death and there is a _____________.  Jesus came to give us eternal 
life, and it’s eternal life with Jesus in ______________. 
 
Hebrews 3:1 reminds us that we have a “heavenly ____________.”  It’s a call from heaven to 
________ with Christ forever.  Second Timothy 1:9 says Jesus “saved us and called us with a 
______ calling.”  God calls us to live holy lives.  We can’t _____________ to the world’s lack 
of morality or empty values which only ruin lives and confuse children morally.  Many want 
freedom to sin, but sin _________ brings enslavement and sorrow.  The Lord Jesus said, 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, that everyone who commits sin is the _________ of sin” (John 8:34). 
Many think they have _____________ of their lives, but their sin has made them slaves. 
 
Christ makes us free from sin and _________ us to holiness.  He promises us freedom and a 
place in His __________.  Read how 1 Peter 2:9-10 describes Christians.  Christianity is 
more than a mere ______________; it’s a relationship with the God who called us out of 
darkness, the darkness of sin and into His marvelous __________.  We were nobodies till God 
called to make us His people; we were ________ in sin until He forgave us.  
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Sadly, some will not ________ His call.  Read Luke 14:16-24. God __________, but He 
doesn’t make us eat.  He wants us to follow Him and enjoy His grace, but we must __________ 
His call.  He loves us and wants our love in __________.   Some desire the blessing of Christ 
but they’re unwilling to ___________ to Him as Lord of their lives.  They’d rather have the 
slavery of _______ than the freedom of Christ.  Read how the Lord Jesus describes the 
person who fails to take advantage of His grace and His love in Matthew 22:11-14.  Not 
everyone is willing to __________ to the gospel call.  Some refuse to _________ God.  God 
____________ you and gave you life.  He provided every _________ thing you’ve ever 
enjoyed.  You might think the king was _________ to punish the man who failed to wear the 
wedding clothes.  Some scholars say that kings on special occasions ___________ guests with 
garments; others say the man ignored the wedding custom.  Either way, this man ___________.  
God won’t welcome you unless you’re ____________ in righteousness.  We must be washed in 
the _________ of Christ.  
 
My friend, Ron Thomas, who is a preacher in Illinois, recently reminded me of Proverbs 13:19, 
which says, “Desire realized is _________ to the soul, But it is an abomination to fools to turn 
away from evil.”  Fools ________ turning from evil and doing what’s right.  Jeremiah 36 tells 
how Jeremiah dictated to Baruch the ____________ of God.  Baruch read the words of 
Jeremiah to the people in the __________, and later he read them to the officials. The officials 
knew the king needed to hear the words, but they __________ for Jeremiah and Baruch, so they 
had Jeremiah and Baruch hide. When King Jehoiakim heard the words of Jeremiah warning the 
people to __________ of their idolatry and of the coming wrath of God, he refused to 
__________.  After each three or four columns were read, he cut off those columns and threw 
them into the _______ until the whole scroll was burned (Jeremiah 36:23).  Jehoiakim wouldn’t 
_________ and Jehoiakim wouldn’t ___________.  Some still despise the very words of eternal 
life because they don’t want to _________ their sins.  They don’t think they need to repent or to 
be saved from their sins, so they become ___________.  They see no reason to ___________ to 
God’s call in the gospel.  
 
You can say _______ to God, but what good will it do?  The Lord Jesus said, “For whoever 
wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My ________ will find it.  For 
what will it __________ a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul?  Or what will a 
man give in ____________ for his soul?  For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of 
His Father with His angels, and will then repay every man according to his ________”  
(Matthew 16:25-27). You can burn a Bible, but you can’t ____________ the Word of God.  
You can scoff at God today, but you won’t be scoffing when God ___________ you by the very 
words that you despised. 
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Some scoff; others turn a deaf ear; still others try to ____________ Scripture to suit themselves, 
but God’s Word doesn’t ___________.  What the Lord spoke in the first century stands 
________ for all time.  In the first century some Jews tried to ___________ the gospel.  The 
apostle Paul said, “I’m amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the 
grace of Christ, for a _____________ gospel; which is really not another; only there are some 
who are disturbing you and want to __________ the gospel of Christ.  But even if we, or an 
__________ from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to 
you, he is to be accursed!  As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching 
to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed!” (Galatians 1:6-9).  The true 
gospel calls us to ________ and to ________.  Will you listen and __________ to His loving 
call?  Will you love Him as He loved you?   
  
God warns us, “For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, so 
that we do not ________  ________ from it.  For if the word spoken through angels proved 
unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a just __________, how will we 
escape if we neglect so great a salvation?” (Hebrews 2:1-3). God is calling us to __________  
_______ through the gospel, the good news of Jesus Christ.  We must never _________ the One 
who has created us and loved us.  Jesus died on the cross for our sins and _______ from the 
dead, proving that He is truly Lord and the Son of God.  We have been given a ________ 
salvation in Christ.  Should we not _________ to Him? 
 
Jesus Christ is also calling us to a transformed and holy ________.  He has not rescued us from 
this present evil age for us to ____________ living in sin.  He wants something __________ for 
us.  He offers forgiveness so that we might _________ to forgive; He offers love so that we 
might _________ to love; He offers truth so that we might spot the hurtful _______ of the devil.  
He gives _____________ when we’re weak, ___________ when we hurt, and ___________ 
when we’re afraid.  How can we __________ His call?  How can we neglect so great a 
salvation? 
 
To become a Christian you must ___________ His call in the gospel.  Believe that Jesus Christ 
is God’s Son and make Him your ________. Turn away from sin; don’t let sin take __________ 
of your life.  Follow the Lord.  Confess your ________ in Christ to everyone, and be 
___________ in the name of Jesus Christ.  When you’re baptized into Christ, you are ________ 
with Him and you become a member of His body, the church.  When you’re baptized into 
Christ, the Lord __________ away your sin according to Acts 22:16.   The Lord is calling you 
to __________ and ________.  Don’t neglect this call of the gospel.  Answer God’s call by 
obeying Him.  Don’t let another day pass.  Won’t you say yes to Jesus Christ? 


