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Faithful Jesus 
John 14:27-31 

 
Longer passages are not quoted in the study sheet, but they can be read in the accompanying transcript. 

 

Who are your ________? I treasure several men, but the __________ hero of all time is the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Today, we’re looking at what makes Jesus a hero! We have in Jesus our 
________ and _________. He lived a sinless life and sacrificed Himself so that we might have 
_______ and _______. We look to Him like no one else because He has no _________! He was 
the Son of God who ____________ to us what God is like. We’re grateful that we have a Savior 
who loved us enough to teach us the _________.  

God calls us to follow the example of Jesus Christ. Read 1 Peter 2:21-24.  
Jesus was willing to _________ death by crucifixion in order to bring us to God. His 

example of ___________ toward those who were reviling and punishing Him calls us to be kind 
while we’re suffering. His example of ____________ to the Father’s will calls us to be obedient 
as well. Jesus entrusted Himself to the Father who judges righteously. He personally bore our 
_______ in His body so that we could die to sin and live to righteousness. His wounds heal us 
spiritually. We must be thankful that Jesus was ____________ to the Father and to us. 

Our reading today comes from the Gospel According to John 14:27-31. Jesus is here 
speaking to the apostles on the night before He is to die upon the cross. He’s concerned about 
them, but He also wants to tell them why He’s doing what He’s doing. 

If we ask the question, “What does it ________ to be faithful?” we could hardly find a better 
example than to look at Jesus Christ, our Lord. Hebrews 2:5-6 says, “Now Moses was faithful 
in all God’s house as a __________, to testify to the things that were to be spoken later, but 
Christ is faithful over God’s house as a ______. And we are his house if indeed we hold fast our 
confidence and our boasting in our hope.” Christ spoke the truth, was kind and helpful, loved 
everyone, converted sinners but never sinned Himself, and always __________ and pleased His 
Father in heaven. Jesus was loyal, committed, steadfast, and trusting of His Father. So 
committed and zealous was He that He said, “My food is to do the ________ of Him who sent 
Me and to accomplish His work” (John 4:34). Doing the Father’s will was always on the 
________ of Jesus and it motivated His every act on earth. That’s what it means to be faithful. 

 Philippians 2:5-8 tells us what kind of __________ we should have toward God. “Have this 
_______ among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the 
form of a __________, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself by becoming ___________ to the point of death, even death on a cross.” 
Jesus, out of love, humbled himself and _________ His Father’s will by enduring the agonizing 
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death of crucifixion. 
Jesus was not interested in seeking His own will but in fully accomplishing the ________ 

that His Father had given Him to do. Many people characterized Him as a revolutionary or a 
libertine, who sought religious ___________. Jesus certainly did seek freedom: that is freedom 
from the traditions of men and freedom from _______ for His people.  But Jesus never sought 
freedom to do His _______ will, nor did He ever seek freedom from the will of God. He never 
sought to _________ God’s will. The psalmist in Psalm 40:6-8 prophesied of the Messiah who 
would come to do the Father’s will.  

Hebrews 10:5-7 says, “Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, ‘Sacrifices 
and offerings you have not desired, but a body have you prepared for me; in burnt offerings and 
sin offerings you have taken no pleasure.’ Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to _____ your will, 
O God, as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’”  “I have come to do Your will, O God,” 
was the very ____________ of His life. Jesus never conceived of freedom from God’s will.  He 
saw the _______ freedom in the will of God. The Lord Jesus said, “For I have come down from 
heaven, not to do My _______ will, but the will of Him who sent Me” (John 6:38). 

This attitude permeated ________ aspect of His life. The Lord Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say 
to you, the Son can do ___________ of his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. 
For whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise” (John 5:19). It’s simply not in the 
character of Jesus to ______ on His own authority apart from the Father. He said, “I can do 
nothing on My own initiative. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is just, because I do not 
_____ My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me” (John 5:30). Jesus does not strike out on 
His own, even in the areas where God is silent. His task is to fulfill the _________ will of God. 
The Father told Him what to do and sent Him to earth to do it. Jesus respects that and He never 
thinks to go beyond His __________; He never wanted to go beyond the Father’s instructions. 
It was enough for Him just to do as the Father instructed. You never hear Jesus acting on His 
own and justifying His behavior by saying, “Well, the Father never told Me not to.”  

No, instead, Jesus said, “When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, 
and I do nothing on My own, but I ________ these things as the Father taught Me. And He who 
sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do the things that are ___________ 
to Him” (John 8:28-29). Rather than strike out on His own, Jesus did what He was __________ 
by the Father. The Lord Jesus said, “For I did not speak on My own initiative, but the Father 
Himself who sent Me has given Me a _______________ as to what to say and what to speak. I 
know that His commandment is eternal life; therefore the things I speak, I speak just as the 
Father has told Me” (John 12:49-50). 

Jesus spoke what God wanted Him to say in the way that God wanted Him to say it. 
Hebrews 1:2 reminds us that God “in these last days has __________ to us in His Son.” Such a 
message is so important to God and to all humanity that God __________ it to no one other 
than His own Son, Jesus Christ. I’m thankful Jesus gave the message carefully, completely, 
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diligently, lovingly, and accurately. I’m glad that He ____________ gave it just as it was given 
to Him. I wouldn’t want an innovated message, or a corrupted message, or a substituted 
message, or a shortened message to _________ my soul. I want the _________ truth. Teaching 
things correctly was important to Jesus. He spoke ________ He heard from the Father; He 
spoke ______ that He heard; and He spoke no more than He heard. Jesus didn’t presume 
freedom to vary from the message or to edit it.   

On His way to the cross, the Lord Jesus said, “but so that the world may know that I love the 
Father, I do _________ as the Father commanded Me” (John 14:31). Jesus Christ expressed that 
His _______ kept Him doing just what the Father commanded, nothing more and nothing less. 
This diligence to please the Father is a noteworthy __________ for us today. Limiting ourselves 
only to that which is taught in the New Testament, by the words of Jesus, is not an act of self-
righteousness, but an effort to ________ the God that we love.  

In John 14:31 Jesus professes His ________ for His Father. This is the only statement of that 
love in such a direct manner. Jesus wants the “_________” to know of His love and how He 
does love the Father, desperately, completely, urgently. One can see it clearly in the way that 
Jesus ________. His strict adherence to the commandment of the Father reflects a pure, perfect 
love for His Father. Read what we see in Jesus that John meant in 1 John 2:3-6. 

As a lover of the Father, God, Jesus was not a __________, nor was He a heartless 
dogmatist. He had no _______ to grind against others by strictly adhering to the Father’s 
commandment. Nor was Jesus playing a _______ of “holier-than-thou.” He wasn’t trying to 
__________ Himself to the “Pharisees” or __________ the multitudes. He faithfully and 
lovingly __________ His Father. He took the __________ road that He asks others to take. The 
Lord Jesus so loved the Father that He was ___________ to sacrifice Himself in order to do the 
Father’s will. 

The Lord Jesus promised, “If anyone loves Me, he will ________ My word, and My Father 
will love him, and We will come to him and make our home with him. Whoever does not 
_______ Me does not keep My words. And the ________ that you hear is not Mine but the 
Father’s who sent me” (John 14:23-24). If you want to have a strong relationship with the Lord, 
if you want the Father to love you, if you want God to live with you, then love God enough to 
_______ His Word. If you refuse to keep His Words, you show that you really don’t _______ 
the Father. How you live speaks to God about whether you love Him or not. 

Faith, love, and obedience _________ together and they’re inseparable. Don’t brag about 
believing if you aren’t _______ obeying the Lord. Don’t brag about loving the Lord if you 
aren’t willing to _______ His teaching. The Lord Jesus said, “Whoever believes in the Son has 
eternal life; whoever does not ________ the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains 
on him” (John 3:36.) Saying you believe but being unwilling to obey shows that you don’t 
really ________ God enough to do what He commands.  

When the New Testament speaks of saving faith, it __________ an obedient faith. In 
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Romans 1:5, Paul speaks of receiving grace and apostleship through Jesus Christ in order “to 
bring about the obedience of ________ among all the Gentiles for His name’s sake.” The idea 
that a person is saved at the _________ that he believes, but hasn’t obeyed the Lord assumes 
way too much and ignores all the Bible has to say about what is needed for ____________. 
Hebrews 5:8-9 says, “Although He was a son, He __________ obedience through what He 
suffered. And being made perfect, He became the source of eternal salvation to all who 
_______ Him.” Just as Jesus learned obedience when He went to the cross, so we too must 
learn to obey in faith and from the heart. 

Read Romans 6:16-18. The children of God are not set ________ from sin until they obey 
from the heart the standard of teaching to which they were committed. God saves us when by 
faith, we lovingly obey. 

This agrees with the statement by Paul to the Galatians. Galatians 3:26-27 says, “for in 
Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, _________ faith. For as many of you as were __________ 
into Christ have put on Christ.” The faithful here are those who’ve heard the word, believed it, 
and were baptized into Christ. In baptism, they put on Christ, or they “clothed themselves with 
Christ.” Before they were baptized into Christ they were still __________ of Christ. 

Read James 1:22-25.   If you wish to be blessed by God, then do ________ than hear! Be a 
________ of the word! Humble your heart, listen to the Lord, and obey His teaching! That’s 
what ________ faith is all about. That’s the kind of life that Jesus lived.  

To be faithful today, we must _________ ourselves and be determined to follow the revealed 
will of God. I hear many people speak of being ______ by the Holy Spirit in a personal way, as 
if the Holy Spirit were communicating to them individually. The Lord Jesus promised the Holy 
Spirit would lead the apostles into all the _______. Jesus said, “When the Spirit of truth comes, 
he will guide you (the apostles) into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but 
whatever he ________ he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He 
will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and __________ it to you” (John 16:13-14). Like 
the Lord Jesus, the Holy Spirit never speaks on His _______ authority. He only reveals what the 
Father and the Son reveal to Him. The apostles ___________ what the Spirit revealed to them. 

The Lord Jesus promised the Spirit would _________ the apostles into all the truth. For this 
reason, we can be confident the Spirit isn’t adding _______ revelations today. People today 
claim to speak by the Spirit, but the Spirit gave ______ the truth to the apostles in the first 
century. There isn’t anything new being revealed today.  

If you wish to do the will of the Father, then look to what Jesus and the Holy Spirit spoke 
through the apostles and prophets in the New Testament. Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, turn 
from sin to righteousness, confess Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and be baptized into Christ. 
Baptism is an immersion in water in the name of the Lord Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins. 
God will wash away your sins, save your soul, make you His child, and add you to His church. 
Oh, do it today! 
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Faithful Christians 
Matthew 25:19-23 
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If I ask you do you ___________ in Jesus, you would likely say yes? If I ask you are you 
__________ to Jesus, what would you say? Today, we’re considering what it means to be 
faithful. We search God’s will because we believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God. We believe He 
_______ for our sins and on the third day arose from the dead. We believe He offers forgiveness 
of sins, grace to sustain us from day to day, and hope for eternity. We believe that Jesus will 
come for us one day and raise us up from the dead to take us home to __________. We believe 
we’ll live with Him eternally in the place He has ___________ for us. The Scriptures give us 
these precious promises. We don’t want to miss out on any promise of God.  

When Pompeii was destroyed by the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79 AD, there were many 
people buried in the ________. Some were found in _________, as if they had gone there for 
security. Some were found in the upper rooms of buildings. But where was the Roman 
__________ found? He was standing at the city gate where his captain had placed him, with his 
hands still grasping his weapon. There, while the earth shook beneath him—there, while the 
floods of ashes and cinders covered him—he ________ at his post. There, after a couple of 
thousand years, was this faithful man still to be found. 

If Jesus were to ________ today, where would He find you? Will He find you with a 
________ in your hand?  Will He find you __________?  Will He find you worshiping at 
church?  Will He find you helping a friend, visiting a sick person, or telling a friend the gospel? I 
fear that many have ________ sight of the responsibility to the Lord Jesus and to His church. 

Our reading today comes from Matthew 25:19-23. This is a section in the parable of the 
talents, and it reveals the need to stay faithful. 
It’s a great thing to be faithful to God, and to be able to enter into His _______.  

Sadly, many folks today have __________ being faithful to the Lord. They used to go to 
church and take their faith seriously, but have stopped worshiping and living for the Lord. More 
people today say they have no relationship with God than at any time in my lifetime. Oh, I wish 
they knew my Lord Jesus and knew His love and His __________. I wish they took seriously the 
death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Many have never taken _______ to know the Lord, and others have drifted away. Hebrews 
2:1-3 speaks of those who forget their need to be ________. “For this reason we must pay much 
closer attention to what we have ________, so that we do not drift away from it. For if the word 
spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a 
just penalty, how will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation?” We have a great salvation, 
paid for at great cost, and with the greatest of promises. We can live with God for eternity. When 
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you stop living your faith, you start losing out on such a great salvation. Is it worth it? 
The Lord Jesus said, “For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 

for my sake will find it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his 
soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul? For the Son of Man is going to come with 
his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person according to what he has 
done” (Matthew 16:25-27). If you decide to live for yourself, you will lose your ________. On 
Judgment Day, it’ll be too _______ to save your soul or change your destiny. The Lord will 
repay you for _______ you’ve lived. How will Jesus deal with you if you have abandoned your 
faith and you’ve quit on Him? 

The Lord Jesus never gave up on you while He was suffering on the _______. He suffered for 
six long hours and never called a ________ to His suffering. He could have called twelve 
legions of angels to stop the arrest, the trial, the scourging, or the crucifixion, but he went 
through all the ________ and suffering to bring us to God and for the forgiveness of our sins. 

Jesus didn’t give up even though there were ____________ all around Him. He stayed 
faithful. Jesus didn’t give up even though one of His disciples betrayed Him and another 
_________ Him. Jesus didn’t give up even though His disciples scattered in ________. He 
didn’t quit when they stripped Him and gambled over His clothes. Jesus didn’t give up even 
though what He ___________ was filled with anguish. He didn’t quit when they mercilessly 
mocked and despised Him. He didn’t quit when the sun went dark and the earth shook beneath 
the cross. Though He was leaving His mother, Jesus didn’t _________. 

You ask, “Why?”  Because He loved the ___________, and He loved you. He wanted to save 
you and bring you to the Father. First Peter 3:18 says, “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, that he might _________ us to God, being put to death in the flesh 
but made alive in the spirit.” Jesus came to this earth to _______ His people from their sins. 

He died a terrible death so you wouldn’t be lost in sin and lose your ________. Read 2 
Corinthians 5:19-21.   

How do we ________ our faithfulness to God? If we claim that we’re believers, Christians, 
then what marks us as ________ believers? James once challenged Christians, “But someone 
may well say, ‘You have faith and I have works.’ Show me your faith without the works, and I 
will show you my faith _______ my works” (James 2:18). Saying we have faith in Christ isn’t a 
________ that can stand alone. Where’s the proof? “But are you willing to recognize, you 
foolish fellow, that faith without works is _________?” (James 2:20). Saying we have love for 
God appears _________ when there is nothing to show for it.  

When people in the earliest days of the church were forgiven and became Christians, the Lord 
_________ them to His church. Being in Christ and being in His church are inseparable. “And 
He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as ________ over all things to the 
church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all” (Ephesians 1:22-23). Just as 
your head and your body are inseparable, so is Christ and His church! 
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First, if you would be faithful and active in Christ, you will also be faithful and active in His 
_________. You’ll assemble with the church; you’ll encourage others in the church, and you’ll 
__________ as part of the church. Hebrews 10:24-25 says, “And let us consider how to _______  
_____ one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” I cannot 
imagine a person who loves the Lord not __________ to be with others who love the Lord. 
Being with others who are committed to Christ will help keep you spiritually _________. If you 
say you believe, then ________ with others. Do you attend worship with the church regularly? 

Second, if you would be faithful and active in Christ, then faithfully _________ the Word of 
God, the Bible. Second Timothy 2:15 says, “Be diligent to present yourself ___________ to God 
as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.” I cannot 
imagine a person who says he believes never picking up a Bible to ________ what the Lord he 
believes in says. Many people say they believe, but they don’t even know what their God has 
said. Romans 10:17 says, “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.” The 
best way to ________ your faith and your commitment to Christ is to diligently study God’s 
Word every day. You can spend a lifetime studying and still __________ for more knowledge of 
God. Are you studying your Bible? 

Third, if you want to be faithful, you’ll spend time talking to God in _________. Give praise 
and thank Him for all your ____________. Ask Him to continue blessing you and to supply your 
physical and spiritual ________. Pray for ________. Confess your ______ to Him and ask for 
forgiveness. Jesus continually prayed to His Father in heaven. Luke 5:16 says, “But Jesus 
Himself would _______ slip away to the wilderness and pray.” He taught us, “Ask, and it will be 
given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who 
asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened” (Matthew 7:7-
8). God wants to ________ your prayers and wants to bless His children.     

 The Lord Jesus told a parable about being faithful to pray. Read Luke 18:1-8. I hope you’re 
the kind of person that spends ________ with God in prayer every day. Do you pray regularly? 

Fourth, if you call upon God as your Father, do you pay attention to His teaching about how 
to live ________? Second Timothy 2:19-22 says, “Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God 
stands, having this seal, ‘The Lord knows those who are His,’ and, ‘Everyone who names the 
name of the Lord is to ________ from wickedness.’ Now in a large house there are not only gold 
and silver vessels, but also vessels of wood and of earthenware, and some to honor and some to 
dishonor. Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from these things, he will be a vessel for honor, 
sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work. Now flee from youthful lusts and 
pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.”   

When people call themselves Christian yet _________ with sexual immorality, drunkenness, 
dishonesty, foul language, covetousness, and prejudice, they declare to the world they do not 
__________ their faith. In the end, they actually bring ________ upon the name of the Lord. 
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Paul rebuked some Roman Christians for their inconsistent ways, “you, therefore, who teach 
another, do you not teach yourself? You who ________ that one shall not steal, do you steal? 
You who say that one should not commit adultery, do you commit adultery?” (Romans 2:21-22). 
If we are to be faithful to God, we must ___________ what we ________. We must live holy 
lives that _________ God. Are you living a holy life? 

Fifth, if we claim to believe, we should be faithful in _________ others. James 2:14-17 says, 
“What use is it, my brethren, if someone _______ he has faith but he has no works? Can that 
faith save him? If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and one of you 
says to them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,’ and yet you do not _______ them what is 
necessary for their body, what use is that? Even so faith, if it has no works, is _______, being by 
itself.” Love for God means loving others, and _________ them when they’re in need. First John 
3:16-18 says, “We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ________ to lay 
down our lives for the brethren. But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in 
_______ and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him? Little 
children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.”  

Don’t merely claim to believe in or love the Lord; make your faith come ________. Practice 
what you preach, what you believe. Live as God wishes you to live and honor Him with 
everything in your life. Love the Lord with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all 
your strength. Live as if the Lord were coming for you _________. Love Him! Serve Him!  

The Lord is our final Judge, but the Lord wants us to __________ ourselves. Second 
Corinthians 13:5 tells us, “Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or 
do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you—unless indeed you 
_______ the test?” If you were to examine yourself, how faithful are you? Can those around you 
see Jesus Christ in you? Can they see His _______ shining in your life? Paul said He proclaimed 
Jesus, “admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present 
every man __________ in Christ” (Colossians 1:28).  

The Christians at Smyrna were undergoing __________. Jesus told them, “Do not fear what 
you are about to _______. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you 
will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give 
you the crown of life” (Revelation 2:10). There is no retirement _______ for the Christian. God 
expects all of us to live faithfully as long as we live. We must ________ quit on the Lord. 

To start your journey as a Christian, place your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Turn from 
every sin and determine you’re going to serve the Lord. That’s repentance, and repentance is 
necessary to serve the Lord. Confess your faith and be baptized into Christ. Baptism is an 
immersion in water; and that’s what the word means. One is baptized “for the forgiveness of 
sins” (Acts 2:38) and to “wash away your sins” (Acts 22:16). When you’re baptized the Lord 
will make you His child (Galatians 3:26-27) and add you to His church (Acts 2:41). When 
you’re baptized you’re born again and you have newness of life. Oh, come to the Lord today! 
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Unity in Christ 
Ephesians 4:1-6 
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Churches throughout the world are very _________ in their beliefs, and there is a difference 
between churches. Today, we’re going to look at the Lord’s _________ for unity among His 
people. We follow the Lord’s Way because Jesus is _________ of all. He has all ____________ 
in heaven and on earth. There’s no one above Him, and there is no __________ that can 
overthrow Him or take away His authority. Our confession is that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
is Lord. If Jesus is Lord, then we ought to ________ Him. If the Lord will ________ our eternal 
destiny, then we ought to pay great attention to everything He teaches and requires of us.  

We live in a divided religious world. There are more than _______ organized religious 
groups in America and more than 35,000 nondenominational groups. As I travel through the 
country, I am amazed at the ________ of many of these groups and how they adopt these names 
to distinguish themselves. Each group adopts its own beliefs and practices according to its own 
________. Many think we’re never to make any judgments at all about what is right and wrong.  

I heard recently about a church that told its people that however they wanted to come to 
Jesus was okay, and had people who said they were _________ in a variety of ways. When I 
heard this, I wondered why _________ did not have a say in the matter. Our culture thinks 
everyone has the right to _________ anything He wants and still be right with the Lord. Isn’t 
Jesus the Lord and isn’t He the king? Doesn’t He make the ________? If people make the rules 
as to who is a member of the Lord’s church, then they really _________ Jesus as Lord and 
become their own ruler. I recalled the words of Jesus, “Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and 
do not do what I say?” (Luke 6:46). 

Today’s reading is Ephesians 4:1-6. Paul wanted the church to be united, to love each 
other, and to remain one.  The Lord wants His people to be one. Paul taught that very thing.  

The Lord Jesus _________ that His people might be one. He wanted all who followed Him 
to be united just as He was united with His Father. Read what Jesus prayed in John 17:20-23. 
One reason so many people _________ Christianity is the great division found in our religious 
world. God never intended for it to happen; Jesus never prayed for it; and the Scriptures do not 
call for division within the body of Christ. 

Before Jesus prayed for unity, He prayed for His people to believe the ________. He prayed, 
“Sanctify them in the truth; Your ______ is truth” (John 17:17). They were first to be set apart 
and made _______ in the truth. The idea that there can be many versions of the truth or that we 
could as individuals determine our own truth was never in the mind of God. The unity that Jesus 
prayed for resembled the unity that He had with the Father in heaven. They were of like ______ 
and __________. To have unity, we should be of like mind and purpose with the Father as well. 
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Read what Paul said in 1 Corinthians 1:10-13 when the church at Corinth showed 
division.  Paul was appalled that this church would ________ their commitment to Christ in 
order to follow men. He insisted that they be of the ________ mind and judgment. They were to 
__________ to the Lord’s teaching and leave their sectarian opinions and loyalties to men; to 
get rid of them. 

The way of God in the New Testament calls us to unity, not division! It’s a _________ path, 
not a diverse one. The Bible says, “There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were 
called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all 
who is over all and through all and in all” (Ephesians 4:4-6). Let’s _________ for the one true 
path that God laid out for us rather than _________ a multitude of paths in our own image. 

There is one body. Paul explained what this body is. “And He (that is, God) put all things in 
subjection under His (that is, Christ’s) feet, and gave Him as ________ over all things to the 
church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all” (Ephesians 1:22-23). The 
________ is Christ’s body. Ephesians 5:23 calls Christ “the head of the church, He Himself 
being the Savior of the body.” Just like one head with many bodies is a grotesque thought and 
foreign to the Scriptures, so that Jesus could be the head of the church but there be ________ 
churches is grotesque and foreign to the Scriptures.  The suggestion that all the different 
religious groups are still the one body can hardly be ________. They differ in name, creed, 
belief, and practice. They make God a __________ of contradictions and confusion. 

There is one Spirit, that is, one Holy Spirit. The Lord Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to teach the 
__________. He said that He would “teach you (the apostles) all things, and bring to your 
remembrance all that I said to you” (John 14:26). The Holy Spirit would guide the apostles into 
______ the truth, as we noted (John 16:13). When people resist the Word of God, they resist the 
one Spirit who gave it. 

There is one hope. “You were called in one hope of your calling.” The Lord calls us today 
through the ________. “But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by 
the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification 
by the Spirit and faith in the truth. It was for this He _________ you through our gospel, that 
you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thessalonians 2:13-14). God gives us His 
Word in the hope that we will __________ to it. The church in Thessalonica had responded. 
Paul said, “For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received the word of 
God which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, 
the word of God, which also performs its ______ in you who believe” (1 Thessalonians 2:13). 
When people accept the gospel message, they’ll _______ from worldly ways to the one hope 
that is in Christ. 

There is one Lord. Because of His humble obedience on the cross, “God highly exalted Him, 
and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every 
knee will _______, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every 
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tongue will _________ that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 
2:9-11). Since Jesus is Lord and we are His servants, we do not belong to ourselves. We were 
_________ with a price, and we are not our own but belong to Him. He has a right to make 
decisions that affect our lives, and we must ________ Him. We must deny ourselves, take up 
our own crosses, and follow Him. Read how Colossians 1:15-18 describes our Lord Jesus. 
Does Jesus have first place in your life?  

There is one faith. That faith refers to the gospel and to the __________ found in the New 
Testament. Acts 6:7 says many of the Jewish priests “were becoming obedient to the _______.” 

Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through 
Me” (John 14:6). Acts 4:12 says, “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other 
________ under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.” We are 
not only to hold fast to that faith in Jesus but also to ________ on it. Jude 3 says, “Beloved, 
while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to 
write to you appealing that you __________ earnestly for the faith which was once for all 
handed down to the saints.” There is but one faith that has been handed down for ______ time, 
and we must hold fast to it. 

Some Jewish Christians were trying to _______ the Law of Moses on Gentile Christians, 
and the apostle Paul stood against them. Read what he said in Galatians 1:6-9. This is strong 
language. No one has a right to __________ the gospel – to add to it, to take away from it, to 
edit it, or to distort it. 

There is one, and only one, baptism. The religious world will tell you that there are different 
_______ and _________ for baptism in Christ, but Ephesians 4:5 says there is but one baptism. 
The word baptism is a specific term (baptidzo) and refers to an immersion or a dipping in water. 
There are different words for sprinkling (rhantidzo) and pouring (cheo). The practice of 
sprinkling or pouring for baptism came from men, not God; and it came much _______ than the 
practice found in the New Testament. They could not be the one baptism of Ephesians 4:5.  

The Scriptures are clear that believers who __________ were baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ. The Scriptures never suggest infants or little children were baptized into Christ. 
Baptizing little ones who are innocent and are too young to believe, and have nothing for which 
to repent cannot be the one baptism of Ephesians 4:5. 

People say that one is __________ before and without baptism, but the Scriptures teach one 
is baptized “for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38). Ananias told Saul of Tarsus to “be baptized 
and _______ away” his sins (Acts 22:16). Peter said, “baptism now ________ you—not the 
removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience—through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 3:21) Titus 3:5 says, “He (that is, God) saved us, not on 
the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the 
__________ of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit.” This phrase, “the washing of 
regeneration,” is a reference to baptism, and everyone understood that clearly for more than 
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1500 years until a popular teacher began suggesting that one is saved without it. Unfortunately, 
people believed the teacher rather than Scripture. A baptism that comes _______ salvation is 
never contemplated in Scripture; it cannot be the one baptism of Ephesians 4:5.   

There is one God and Father. Jesus entered a world in which there were many _______ gods, 
but He affirmed there is but one God who made heaven and earth. It’s regrettable some men 
have assumed spiritual titles that _______ themselves. The Lord Jesus said, “Do not call anyone 
on earth your father; for One is your Father, He who is in heaven” (Matthew 23:9). No one on 
earth can take the Father’s place in heaven, and all Christians are __________. The Father is 
“over all and through all and in all.” Since God is over us, we __________ ourselves before 
Him. He made everything, and one can see His wisdom and grace through all and in all.   

The notion that there are many gods or we can become our own little god is foreign to the 
Scriptures. The great _________ of humanity arises in whether we take God seriously. God 
made us in His image, but we cannot become Him or _________ Him. He is God, and we’re 
not. He is infinite, and we are finite. He is perfect, and we are flawed. He is holy and good, and 
we are weak in the flesh. We need God to __________ us from ourselves. Do you have God in 
your life?  

If there is only one of something, there cannot be _______. If there is only one of something, 
there cannot be even _______. Our culture wants __________ for people to believe any 
religious view; but the Scriptures don’t teach unity in diversity. They teach unity by 
commitment to the one true God and His Son Jesus, and to the teaching that the Father and Son 
gave once for all time.  

Someone says, “Phil, that sounds narrow-minded!” Yes, it does! The Lord, to whom we 
belong, is clear about many things and demands that we do the ______ of the Father in heaven. 
We must follow the narrow path because the broad way leads to __________ (Matthew 7:13-
14). The Lord Jesus didn’t give us forty different gospels or build forty different churches with 
forty different baptisms. He decided on one gospel and has one body. My purpose is not to be 
narrow-minded in a __________ sense but to be “Christ-minded” in a ___________ sense. I 
want to bring “every thought captive to the ___________ of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5). 

This is why we ________ reject man-made religious beliefs and practices. The only path to 
the unity for which Jesus prayed comes from following the Lord Jesus as He revealed the 
_______ of the Father, and that in Scripture. When we all focus on the will of the Father, we see 
things alike. When we focus on our own will or our own desires, we’ll go a thousand different 
ways. Following Jesus isn’t doing our own thing spiritually; following Jesus is ____________ 
to His will. 

To become a Christian, trust in the Lord and in His Word; repent of your sins; confess Jesus 
Christ as the Son of God; and be baptized into Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Don’t 
settle for some other path that is never mentioned in Scripture. Obey the Lord today and get 
right with God! 
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How does God _________ us of our salvation? Some say it’s by a special __________ and 
others say it’s by the Word of God. Today, we’re looking at _______ God gives us assurance. 
Speaking of the Word of God, David said, “The judgments of the LORD are _______; they are 
righteous altogether. They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; Sweeter also 
than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb” (Psalm 19:9-10). The Bible is a treasure; it opens 
the _______ to God’s heart and His promises. We can come to know God and His grace that is 
given through the __________ of Scripture. That’s why, when we want to know about God and 
how He works today, we go to the Bible. The Bible is the only sure _________ of Divine truth.  

Many churches teach that babies are born with original _______. They say that this inherited, 
original sin so corrupts a child that he’s utterly _______ and incapable of choosing or even desiring 
God. They say that without the miraculous intervention of the Holy Spirit, a person is not able to 
__________ to God’s call to believe the gospel and to obey it. They say the Holy Spirit must 
miraculously ___________ them before they can believe at all. 

But as you read through the Bible, and especially those early stories of conversion, you find 
something quite ___________. Instead of stories about some miraculous experience opening the 
corrupted hearts of people so they can believe, you read about the apostles and the disciples 
___________ the gospel. They preached how Jesus fulfilled the messianic prophecies of the Old 
Testament and the good news of the Lord’s death, burial, and resurrection. When people ________ 
the gospel, that preaching, they believed and responded to what they heard. People can and did 
desire and choose God! Amazing! The gospel and salvation are related.  

Our reading is from the words of Jesus Himself; the last words in Matthew 28:18-20.  
After His resurrection, the Lord Jesus gave His marching _________ to His apostles and 

disciples. He gave them their most important ________, the great commission. Jesus commissioned 
them to preach the gospel to every person in every place for _______ time. 

The book of Acts constantly emphasizes preaching the gospel. Peter preached on the Day of 
Pentecost in Acts 2. When Peter revealed how God had made Jesus Christ both Lord and Christ, the 
Jesus whom they crucified, the people were filled with ________. They wanted to know what to 
______. Peter didn’t tell them the Holy Spirit had already worked a __________ in their lives. He 
told them to _________ and be ___________ in the name of Jesus for the forgiveness of their sins. 

Verse 41 says, “So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there 
were added about ________ thousand souls.” These Jews, who had crucified Jesus and needed 
forgiveness, accepted what Peter said and _________ it. Three thousand repented and were 
baptized. They came to the Lord by obeying what they heard. They didn’t have an experience or 
pray through. They simply ___________ what they heard and they obeyed it. 
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Verse 42 says, “They were continually ___________ themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” They devoted themselves to learn more and 
more of the will of Jesus Christ. They told the story of the death, burial and resurrection of Christ 
repeatedly to everyone. Acts 4:4 says, “But many of those who had heard the message believed; 
and the number of the men came to be about _______ thousand.” There was no spiritual experience 
miraculously changing their nature. They simply heard the message and believed. 

Acts 6:7 says, “The word of God kept on spreading; and the number of the disciples continued 
to increase greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were becoming obedient to the 
faith.” The more they preached the gospel the more people believed and were obedient to the faith. 

When persecution arose and the Jews stoned Stephen, the church didn’t ________ believing or 
preaching. Acts 8:4-5 says, “Therefore, those who had been scattered went about preaching the 
word. Philip went down to the city of Samaria and began proclaiming ________ to them.” 
Preaching led the way. Acts 8:12 says, “But when they believed Philip preaching the good news 
(that is, the gospel) about the ___________ of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were being 
baptized, men and women alike.” Again, there’s no miraculously changing of hearts by the Holy 
Spirit, some miraculous event. The power to change hearts was not a direct operation of the Holy 
Spirit but a change that came from preaching the gospel. 

Later in Acts 8, Philip taught an Ethiopian eunuch. An angel and the Holy Spirit spoke directly 
to the preacher Philip, but the communication between Philip and the Eunuch was a _________ 
conversation. There’s simply no indication of some spiritual experience changing the Eunuch from 
a sinner to a believer. What we have is a simple, gospel __________.  

The eunuch asked Philip, “Please tell me, of whom does the prophet (the prophet Isaiah) say 
this? Of himself or of someone else?” (Acts 8:34). This is not the question of a man who is 
miraculously saved; this is the sincere question of someone __________ the truth. Verses 35-36 
say, “Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture he preached Jesus to him. 
As they went along the road they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look! Water! What 
__________ me from being baptized?” Preaching made the difference. 

When Saul of Tarsus was on the road to Damascus, he was miraculously blinded and had a 
conversation with the Lord Jesus. Acts 9 says nothing of Jesus miraculously changing Saul’s heart 
on the road; but in verse six Jesus said, “but get up and enter the city, and it will be _______ you 
what you must do.” Though Saul fasted and prayed fervently, he was not saved until three days 
later when Ananias came to him and told him, “Now why do you delay? Get up and be baptized, 
and ________ away your sins, calling on His name” (Acts 22:16). For Saul of Tarsus salvation was 
not a “better-felt-than-told” experience but came when he ____________ to the gospel by faith and 
obedience in baptism. That’s when his sins were washed away. 

Cornelius, the first Gentile convert, was a devout man who ________ God with all his 
household; he continually prayed, and gave many alms to the Jewish people; but he was not 
_________. An angel appeared to him, but there’s no suggestion that he was saved when the angel 
appeared. The angel told him to send for Peter in Joppa, and Cornelius did so. Peter came to preach 
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Jesus to Cornelius and his loved ones. Acts 11:14 says Peter spoke “words to you (that is, to 
Cornelius) by which you will be saved, you and all your household.” It wasn’t the ________ of 
tongue speaking that saved Cornelius and his household; it was gospel preaching.  

God uses the gospel to touch people’s hearts, to convict them of sin, and to teach them about 
salvation. Paul wanted to preach in Rome so people could be saved. So Paul said in Romans 1:13-
16, “I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish. So, 
for my part, I am ________ to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel, for it is the _________ of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to 
the Jew first and also to the Greek.” It isn’t some experience that saves but a response to the gospel. 
According to Romans 1:5, Paul said that he “received grace and apostleship to bring about the 
____________ of faith.” The gospel is preached to bring about that obedience! 

Read Romans 6:16-18. 
First, we need to know that people can _________ to obey sin or obey the Lord. Even slaves to 

sin are not so totally __________ that they cannot desire or decide to follow God. Second, these 
slaves of sin could understand and obey the teaching from the ________. Their hearts weren’t so 
corrupted or hardened that they were prevented from __________ righteousness. Third, obedience 
to the teaching transformed these slaves of sin to __________ of righteousness. This passage says 
nothing about a direct operation of the Spirit that miraculously changes people _________ 
obedience. Romans clearly says that believing and obeying the gospel is what transforms people 
from sinners into servants of the Lord. 

First Corinthians 1:21 says, “For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did 
not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the __________ preached 
to save those who believe.” Salvation is not in the messenger but in the message of God’s love and 
the cross. Faith comes from __________ the gospel preached. Romans 10:17 says, “So faith comes 
from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.” People come to faith when they hear the Word of 
Christ.  Faith __________ hearing the gospel, not some “better-felt-than-told” experience.  

The apostle John wrote, “Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of 
the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these have been written so that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have _______ in His 
name” (John 20:30-31). The gospel story of Jesus brings faith, which can lead to eternal life. The 
Scriptures are divinely inspired, God-breathed, and have the _________ to bring faith, and to save.  

Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-3. When people hear, receive, and take their stand on the gospel of 
Christ, they can be _________ by it. They must believe and hold fast to it if they’re to be saved. 

James wrote, “Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in 
humility receive the word implanted, which is _______ to save your souls” (James 1:21). People 
must repent and humbly accept God’s Word.  James didn’t say to “pray through” or ask God for an 
experience. He pointed to repentance and humbling the heart so that they might receive the Word.  

Peter knew that being born again was not through some miraculous experience, but the 
________ of hearing and obeying the Word of God. Peter said Christians purified their souls by 
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their ___________ to the truth (1 Peter 1:22). Read Peter’s explanation in verses 23-25.   
The Spirit directly inspired those who spoke the gospel and those who ________ down the 

words in the New Testament. Jesus promised to send out scribes in Matthew 23:34 so people might 
_________ His words for all generations. That’s why we go to the New Testament, go to the Bible, 
and why the Bible’s message ___________. We can know the words of Jesus, because scribes 
wrote them down; and His words appear in the New Testament. Peter said, “But know this first of 
all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, (that is, they didn’t make 
it up)  for no prophecy was ever made by an act of __________ will, but men moved by the Holy 
Spirit spoke from God” (2 Peter 1:20-21).  

Those who wrote Scripture were __________ by the Holy Spirit. They didn’t write on their own 
initiative or make up stories. God produced the Scriptures by working in and through _______. 
God uses this Divine message to pierce our hearts, just as He did on Pentecost.  

God draws us through the gospel. The Lord Jesus said, “No one can come to Me unless the 
Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day. It is written in the prophets, 
‘and they shall all be taught of God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father, comes 
to Me” (John 6:44-45). The Lord draws us when we ________ the message of His love and grace. 
Preaching the ________ draws people to God, not some personal experience. The Lord Jesus said, 
“And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself” (John 12:32). Christ died on 
the cross to demonstrate His love and grace. Let’s hear about that grace and respond.   

First Timothy 2:4 says that God “desires all men to be _________ and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.” The Father gave His Son on the cross to save us and gave us the gospel 
message so that we might know the _________. Even in sin, people can repent and __________ to 
follow the Lord. There is hope! The gospel is “good” news! Jesus wants the gospel preached to 
____________! 

Some quote Acts 16:14 and say the Lord directly and miraculously changes our hearts. Acts 
16:13-14 says Paul “sat down and began speaking to the women who had assembled. A woman 
named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was 
listening; and the Lord _________ her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul.” The Lord 
opened Lydia’s heart by the power of the gospel ___________. In Colossians 4:2-4 Paul urged the 
church to pray “that God will open up to us a ________ for the word, so that we may speak forth 
the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been imprisoned; that I may make it clear in the way I 
ought to speak.” Why pray for an opportunity for the Word? Because God uses the gospel message 
to open hearts! 

 To be saved, we must hear the Word of Christ. Faith comes by hearing. If we receive the 
gospel, the Word will open our hearts. With love and faith, we must respond to the gospel by 
placing our trust in Christ as God’s Son, repent of our sins, confess Jesus as the Christ, and be 
baptized. Baptism into Christ is an immersion in water. When you’re baptized, the Lord washes 
away your sins (Acts 22:16). He makes you His child (Galatians 3:26-27), and He adds you to the 
church. Won’t you come to God today? 
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People have many ________ about the Bible, but we’re considering today how Jesus views 

Scripture. If we know how the Lord sees Scripture, it will _______ us to know how we should 

see it as well. We love the Bible because it tells us about the Lord and _________ God’s will 

for our lives. God loves us and teaches us the way that is _______ for us. God’s way lifts us 

up, protects us from the destructive nature of sin, and points us to what is right. God’s way is 

always true, always helpful, and always the best way. Through the centuries, people have never 

been able to ___________ on God’s guidance or God’s morals.  

Over the last few centuries, some people have assumed the Bible is merely an ________ 

book of myths and legends. Those who don’t believe in God don’t believe that His Word is any 

_________ than any other book. They see it only as the product of human ingenuity, a product 

of the culture. They may grudgingly admit it’s a __________ book that 

 

 proclaims a high moral standard, but they’re unwilling to say that it’s God-given. 

Whether the Bible is human or Divine in _________ matters a great deal. If the book is 

merely human, it offers some valuable opinions and perspectives; but if it’s Divine, it has the 

___________ of God behind it. If God has spoken through the Bible, we’re __________ to 

hear and obey its teaching, to honor its morality, and to pay attention to its warnings. If God 

speaks through the Bible, we can also ________ in its promises. You can’t dismiss Scripture if 

God is its author. So our question today is how did Jesus view Scripture. 

Our reading today comes from 1 Peter 1:22-25.  

When the Holy Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness in Matthew 4, the devil _________ Him 

with things that appealed to His flesh, His eyes, and His pride. The devil first tempted Jesus 

with the words, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 

How did the devil ________that Jesus was the Son of God? The Father from heaven 

acknowledged Jesus as His beloved Son at His baptism according to Matthew 3:17; but the 

devil knew far more. Satan knew the Messianic _____________ and how John recognized Him 

as the “Lamb of God” in fulfillment of those prophecies. 

When the devil suggested Jesus, if He was the Son of God, command this stone to become 

bread, Jesus ___________ him from God’s Word. The Lord Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 8:3, 

saying, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from 

the mouth of God.’” In each temptation Jesus answered with Scripture; He said _______ times 

to Satan, “It is written.”  Jesus made it clear that He would _______ by God’s Word. What 

God wrote was law when He wrote it, and Jesus knew that ________ does not remove its 
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authority. It stood as God’s will, and He would not violate it to _________ the devil. 

The Lord Jesus showed His respect for Scripture by using phrases such as “Have you not 

read…?” (Matthew 21:16), or “You do err, not knowing the Scriptures…” (Matthew 22:29). 

For Jesus, Scripture is indestructible. It cannot be annulled or broken (John 10:35). It stood 

written and was still in __________. 

The Lord Jesus also spoke of our need to _______ God’s Word. “Man shall not live by 

bread alone, but by ________ word that comes from the mouth of God.” Every Word that God 

speaks is _______ to life and to our relationship with God. Moses called Israel to keep the 

commandments of God and to choose life. Read what he said in Deuteronomy 30:19-20.  

The Lord Jesus knew keeping God’s Word was _______, and disobeying it was ________. 

Keeping God’s Word is how we ________ our love for God. The Lord Jesus said, “If you love 

Me, you will ________ My commandments” (John 14:15). Read John 14:23-24.  

Love to God means _________ what He teaches in His Word, and God promises to make 

His home with the person who loves Him. But the one who doesn’t love Him will not _______ 

His Words. He’ll do as he pleases. 

Jesus felt ________ to all who obey God. Mark says the Lord’s mother and brothers came 

_________ Him one day. The Lord asked, “‘Who are my mother and my brothers?’ Looking 

about at those who were sitting around Him, He said, ‘Behold My mother and My brothers!’” 

(Mark 3:33-34). If you wish to draw ________ to God, you must pay attention to His Word. 

The Word is how He communicates today. If we ignore His Word, we are ignoring Him. 

The apostle Peter pointed to the prophecy of Moses about Jesus Christ found in 

Deuteronomy 18:15 and 18-19.  Read what Peter said in Acts 3:22-23. Our relationship with 

God _________ on whether we listen to and obey Him. 

The Lord Jesus is a prophet; but He’s far _______ than a prophet. He is the Son of God and 

has ______ authority (Matthew 28:18). That authority allows Him to give us eternal life (John 

17:2) and to judge us (2 Corinthians 5:10). We’ll be judged by His Words, and that means 

we’ve got to pay ___________ to what He says. Jesus said, “He who rejects Me and does not 

receive (that is, accept or embrace) My sayings, has one who judges him; the ________ I spoke 

is what will judge him at the last day” (John 12:48). 

Jesus expects us to pay attention to ________ Word that God spoke. He came to fulfill 

every prophecy in Scripture. Read what Jesus explained after his resurrection in Luke 

24:44-45.  

The Hebrew Old Testament was divided into three parts: Law, Prophets, and Psalms. The 

Hebrew Bible consisted of 24 books that are identical to our 39 books found in the English Old 

Testament. When Jesus is speaking of the Scriptures, He gives credibility to all that was 

written in the Old Testament and how those prophecies of God “must be fulfilled.”  

The New Testament is _______ Scripture. When the inspired apostle Paul wrote to 

Timothy, he ________ from the Old Testament and from the New Testament in the same 
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verse. Paul wrote, “For the Scripture says, ‘You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the 

grain,’ and, ‘The laborer deserves his wages’” (1 Timothy 5:18). The passage about muzzling 

the ox comes from Deuteronomy 25:4, and the passage about the laborer deserving his wages 

comes from Luke 10:7. Paul regarded Luke just as __________ as Moses. 

The apostle Peter also acknowledges what ________ wrote as Scripture. Read what Peter 

wrote in 2 Peter 3:15-16. 

Jesus regarded all of God’s Word as _______. When He spoke of the events of the Old 

Testament, He treated them as historical ___________. There’s never any _______ that Jesus 

thought of the Bible as full of fairy tales and myths. In Matthew 19, He spoke of Adam and 

Eve in the beginning. In Matthew 24, He spoke of Noah and the flood. In Matthew 11, Jesus 

speaks of Sodom’s destruction. In Matthew 12, Jesus spoke of Jonah in the belly of the great 

fish. In Matthew 23:34 to 36 the Lord speaks of the first and last martyrs in the Bible when he 

said, “from Abel to Zechariah.” This is from Genesis to Chronicles, the first and last books of 

the Hebrew Bible. It’s clear that Jesus regarded the Bible as a record of utterly _______ events.  

If we ask, “Did Jesus believe the Scriptures to be inerrant?” The answer without question is 

______. He believed them to be utterly true and trustworthy. Never once did He suggest the 

Scriptures were inaccurate, or had errors or mistakes. In fact, Jesus regarded every word of 

every letter as God-given, and ____________ to our lives, and indestructible.  

Read what the Lord Jesus said in Matthew 5:17-19. 

Nor did Jesus mistake the holy and God-inspired Scripture with the beliefs and practices of 

_________ religion. Many objections that I hear to Christianity have little to do with what God 

actually teaches and much to do with the unwarranted teachings and foolish practices of men.  

Jesus faced this very problem with the Pharisees who had not one but two _________ for 

their beliefs and practices. They believed in the written Law, but they also believed in their 

_______ law. They believed that Moses handed down from generation to generation an oral 

tradition, which they _________ on themselves and on everyone else. Jesus distinguished what 

God said from the human traditions that the Jews had handed down.  One must never put the 

teachings of men ________ the Word of God. The Jews actually used their traditions to accuse 

Jesus of __________ in Matthew 15:2. They asked Jesus, “Why do your disciples ________ 

the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when they eat bread.” Jesus and 

his disciples were not slobs. They washed their hands before eating, but they didn’t follow the 

traditional _________ of the Jews when they did so. 

Read how Jesus answered these Pharisees in Matthew 15:3-6. They were taking 

________ they were supposed to use in supporting their aged parents and contributing it to 

God instead. They were ____________ the Scripture to look good in front of their peers.  

Jesus said to them, “You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, when he said: ‘This 

people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; in ______ do they worship me, 

teaching as doctrines the commandments of men’” (Matthew 15:7-9). When people confuse 
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__________ doctrines with the teaching of God, they move away from God and they worship 

in vain. For Jesus, Scripture was the ________ by which people understood God’s will so they 

could keep their hearts close to Him. When they moved away from Scripture, they moved 

away from God.  

How should we _______ with human religion? The Lord Jesus said, “Every plant that my 

heavenly Father has not planted will be _________ up. Let them alone; they are blind guides. 

And if the blind lead the blind, both will fall into a pit” (Matthew 15:13-14). When people 

teach something on their own initiative and based on their own wisdom, they are __________ 

something that God will uproot. Ignoring Scripture to follow blindly human creeds and 

practices will cause people to be ________.  

Don’t be fooled. Just because something calls itself “religious” or even calls itself 

“Christian” doesn’t mean that it is _________. There’s a great ___________ between the true 

faith of Jesus Christ that comes out of Scripture and the false religions of the world. There is a 

big difference between the true ________ and the true _________ that can be found in 

Scripture. It’s very different from all of these churches that really are following after the 

__________ and the world. Culture does not trump the Scriptures. The Lord Jesus made this 

distinction that we go back to the book, back to the Word, back to God and back to Scripture; 

let’s honor the will of the Lord.   

The Word of God is indestructible and doesn’t _________. People change; human ideas 

change; cultures change. But God’s Word _________ today the same things it taught when it 

was written nearly two thousand years ago. Psalm 119:89 says, “Forever, O LORD, your word 

is firmly ________ in the heavens.”  That’s what Jesus meant when He said, “It is written.”  

People can ignore it, criticize it, hate it, deny it, or resist it; but the Word of God is “firmly 

fixed in the heavens.” Nothing can __________ it! When our lives are over, the Bible will still 

say what it has always said. The Bible will still be true and still reveal God’s authority over our 

lives. What it called sin in the first century will still be called sin, and what _________ God in 

the first century still pleases Him in the twenty-first century. God’s will is firmly fixed in the 

heavens, whether we _______ with the Lord or not.  

If Jesus put his confidence in the Scriptures, we can, too. If the Son of God relied on its 

accuracy, we can too. Man lives by every Word that proceeds from the mouth of God. Jesus 

has the words of eternal life, and they’re found in the Bible. Let’s read the Bible, study it, and 

follow it! 

I hope and pray that you’re thinking of becoming a Christian. To become one, you must 

believe in Jesus Christ and follow Him. This book contains His Word. Turn from your sins, 

because sin violates God’s teaching. Make it your business to live for Jesus. Confess Jesus as 

the Christ, the Son of God, and be baptized for the forgiveness of your sins. God washes away 

our sins by the blood of Jesus when we’re baptized according to Acts 22:16 and Romans 6:3-7. 

Oh, I hope you’ll be obedient today! 
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