


OF THE LORD'S WAY

I STUDY SHEET
SEARC ';, November 3, 2019

God With Us
Psalm 23

Longer passages are not quoted in the study sheet, but they can be read in the accompanying transcript.

Does it whether God is with us? Today, we’re exploring the of having
God with us. The Bible is like a that allows a person to see himself as God sees him.
If you wish to look into your , read and meditate on the Scriptures. They will sometimes
assure you, and they will sometimes show your and weaknesses. They will surely tell
you what God sees, thinks, feels, and says. We’re wise to pay close to what God

says, if we wish to have His blessing.

An angel of the Lord told Joseph, when he considered Mary’s condition, “‘She will bear a
Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will His people from their sins.” Now all
this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: ‘Behold, the virgin
shall be with child and shall bear a son, and they shall call his IMMANUEL,” which
translated means, ‘GOD with us’” (Matthew 1:21-23). We can certainly see God with us in the
life of Jesus who what God is like.

Jesus promised, “I am you always, even to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).
Paul often closed his epistles with a phrase similar to “the Lord be with you.” In Romans 15:33
he told the Romans, “Now the God of be with you all.” Later he said, “The
of our Lord Jesus be with you” (Romans 16:20). He told the Corinthians, “the God of
and peace be with you” (2 Corinthians 13:11). Such greetings of God’s favor and
blessing for those who love and obey Him. Do you love and obey Him? Is God’s
with you?

Our reading today is a very familiar reading from the psalms of David; Psalm 23.

Jesus came into this as Immanuel, “God with us.” Having a relationship with God
Is the important relationship of all. When God is with us, we have His favor and

. 1f God is from our lives, we’re spiritually alone and without hope. For
this | want God in my heart and in my life. | want to cling to Him and like Jesus |
want always to do the things that are to Him (John 8:29).

What happens when God is with us? What difference does it make? We might consider the
case of . In the days of Noah, the Lord “saw that the wickedness of man was great on
the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his was only evil continually. The
Lord was that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.” But
God determined, at that time, to out man, yet “Noah found favor in the eyes of the
Lord” (Genesis 6:8). Noah and his family, eight persons, were ; but the rest of the
people on earth perished in the flood.
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Even though Joseph’s older brothers him and sold him into slavery, God took
care of him. Genesis 39:2-3 says, “The LORD was with Joseph, so he became a successful man.
And he was in the house of his master, the Egyptian. Now his master saw that the LORD was

with him and how the LorD caused all that he did to in his hand.” Stephen said
about Joseph, “God was with him, and him from all his afflictions, and granted him
favor and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh, king of Egypt” (Acts 7:9-10).

In later years, God was with the after Israel had taken the land of Canaan. Judges

2:18 says, “When the LORD raised up judges for them, the LorD was with the judge and
delivered them from the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge; for the LORD was moved
to by their groaning because of those who oppressed and afflicted them.”

David was a man after God’s own . Though he suffered through many trials,
“David was prospering in all his for the LoRD was with him” (1 Samuel 18:14). Second
Samuel 5:10 says, “David became greater and greater, for the LORD God of hosts was with him.”
When God is with us, He blesses us and us through our struggles and challenges.

King Hezekiah “did in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father David
had done.” Hezekiah “clung to the Lord; he did not from following Him, but kept
His commandments.” As a result, 2 Kings 18:7-8 says, “And the LORD was with him; wherever
he went he prospered. And he rebelled against the king of Assyria and did not him. He
defeated the Philistines as far as Gaza and its territory, from watchtower to fortified city.” God
blessed Hezekiah, because Hezekiah to the Lord and His commandments.

The Lord God said to Israel, “Do not fear, for I am with you; Do not anxiously look about
you, for I am your God. | will strengthen you, surely | will help you, Surely I will you
with My righteous right hand” (Isaiah 41:10). When we cling to God, He clings to us. James 4.7-
8 says, “Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Draw near to God
and He will draw near to you.”

When God is with us, that doesn’t mean we’ll suffer or be tempted. We all
trials, heartaches, and difficulties. Anyone who has read the stories of Joseph, David, or
Hezekiah knows that their lives were not always . What God being “with” us does mean
is that we are never in our temptations, our struggles, and our suffering. We look to
God for our strength, our comfort, and our hope.

What happens when people God and no longer have His blessing? I can think of a
few illustrations. Do you remember Samson and Delilah? Samson’s came from God.
As long as he God’s ways, God was with him. Delilah wanted to know the

of Samson’s strength. Judges 16:16-20 tells the story: “It came about when she
pressed him daily with her words and urged him, that his was annoyed to death. So he
told her all that was in his heart and said to her, ‘A razor has come on my head, for |
have been a Nazirite to God from my mother's womb. If I am shaved, then my strength will
leave me and | will become and be like any other man.” When Delilah saw that he had
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told her all that was in his heart, she sent and called the of the Philistines, saying,
‘Come up once more, for he has told me all that is in his heart.” Then the lords of the Philistines
came up to her and brought the in their hands. She made him sleep on her knees, and
called for a man and had him off the seven locks of his hair. Then she began to afflict
him, and his strength him. She said, ‘The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” And he
awoke from his sleep and said, ‘I will go out as at other times and shake myself .’ But
he did not know that the LoRD had from him.” When his hair came off, Samson’s

with the Lord ceased. He could no longer the Philistines. Thankfully,
Samson’s hair grew back. When Samson , God restored his strength.

Scripture gives us more than one of God’s view of Solomon. When Solomon
first became king, 2 Chronicles 1:1 says, “Now Solomon the son of David established himself
securely over his , and the LORD his God was with him and exalted him greatly.”
But, Solomon’s many wives led him . First Kings 11:6-9 says, “Solomon did what was

in the sight of the LorD, and did not follow the LorD fully, as David his father had
done. Then Solomon a high place for Chemosh the detestable idol of Moab, on the
mountain which is east of Jerusalem, and for Molech the detestable idol of the sons of Ammon.
Thus also he did for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and sacrificed to their

Now the LORD was with Solomon because his heart was turned away from the LORD,
the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice.” He no longer God because he
loved his foreign wives.

The people of Judah, who were God’s people, in later years turned from God and
followed Baal and other Canaanite gods. They believed that they could practice idolatry and
immorality and still be with God. Jeremiah 2:12-13 says, “‘Be appalled, O heavens, at
this, And shudder, be very desolate,” declares the LoORD. ‘For My people have committed
evils: They have Me, The fountain of living waters, To hew for themselves cisterns,

Broken cisterns That can hold no water.”” The Jews left the God who loved them for their
gods who were only man-made pieces of stone and wood. God said, “‘Shall I not
these people?’ declares the LoRD, ‘On a nation such as this Shall I not avenge
Myself?’ An appalling and horrible thing Has in the land: The prophets prophesy
falsely, And the priests rule on their own authority; And My people love it so! But what will you
do at the end of it?”” (Jeremiah 5:29-31).

We too must ask the question, if we have forsaken the Lord, what will we do at the end when
God holds us . Israel chose over righteousness and then they hardened
their hearts against God. We must be careful to keep our hearts to God. Jeremiah 6:15
says of Jerusalem, ““Were they ashamed because of the abomination they have done? They were
not even ashamed at all; They did not even know how to . Therefore they shall fall
among those who fall; At the time that | them, They shall be cast down,” says the
LORD.” I see even in our own today, some who are never ashamed of immorality and
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don’t know how to blush over their sins. This, my friend, is great weakness of the heart and the
mind.
Read the warning for God’s people in Hebrews 3:12-13.

Some have decided to forsake assembling with the altogether, to forsake the Lord.
Read Hebrews 10:26-31.
God has a track record of punishing those who forsake Him and lose all for what is

good and right. We must not, as Jerusalem did in the days of Jeremiah, listen to the

people and take the grace of God for granted. The Jews hardened their hearts and refused to
. God punished them. God will punish us too if we harden our hearts and refuse to

repent. God is the God of grace, but He’s also a holy and just God who sin.

My friend, will you refuse the of God so that you can live a worldly life without
God? Would you gain the but lose your ? Will you from the truth?
James 5:19-20 says, “My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and one turns him
back, let him know that he who turns a from the error of his way will save his soul
from death and will cover a multitude of sins.” Won’t you return to God?

Most people know John 3:16, but do you know John 3:187? It says, “He who believes in Him
Is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in
the of the only begotten Son of God.” You cannot expect God to be with you and bless
you if you do not believe and the Lord. According to Ephesians 2:12, people who are
outside of Christ are “separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and
strangers to the covenants of promise, having no and without God in the world.” Yes, it
matters whether you are with God or whether God is with you, or whether you’re without God
and God is not with you.

The Lord Jesus said, “If anyone loves Me, he will My word; and My Father will
love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him. He who does not love Me
does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine, but the Father’s who sent
Me” (John 14:23-24). Those whom God loves and with whom He makes His are those
who love Him and keep His commandments. Do you?

If you have the Lord with you in this life, you can live with the Lord in the life to come.
Read what Paul said in 2 Corinthians 5:6-8. If you wish to be at home with the Lord in
eternity, then let the Lord make his home with you in this life.

To begin a relationship with the Lord, you must place your faith and your trust in Him.
Believing in Jesus Christ is more than just acknowledging His existence; it means that you
believe Him and in Him. You believe His words and His promises. You want to serve Him. You
turn away from sinful things and begin living for the Lord—now that’s repentance! With faith,
and love, and a penitent heart, confess Jesus Christ as the Son of God and be baptized into Christ
for the forgiveness of your sins, just as Acts 2:38 teaches.




I STUDY SHEET
GP SEARC H January 17, 2016

b OF THE LORD'S WAy @

We Need the Church
Acts 20:28-32

Longer passages are not quoted in the study sheet, but they can be read in the accompanying transcript.

Many people think that you can be a good Christian without being a of any
church. Is church really necessary? Today, we’re going to explore what says about the
church, and you can’t afford to miss this study! We know the Lord’s way is the best way, the right
way, and the holy way of life. The best way to know the Lord’s way is to the Scriptures.
They’re God’s to us today. They were true when the Holy Spirit inspired the apostles
and prophets to write them, and they’re true for time.

When you mention the word “church,” people in a multitude of ways. Some think
of the church as . Some think of the church as an . Some think that
the church is made up of prejudiced . Some think the church needs reinventing in a
style more like the of our times. Everyone seems to think they what the
church should be like. Even folks who have never read the Bible or haven’t entered a church door in
many years have an about what the church should be.

You’ve probably noticed that religion in America has . Many groups have become
religious venues, and others have become like shopping malls. Some think the
primary of the church is to cater to my wants and desires. We’ve become self-
centered, thinking Jesus ought to be our rather than thinking we ought to be His. It’s
no wonder some see the church as optional and others as a of time. Few want to know
what envisioned for the church that He built or what place it has in His heart. The Lord
never thought of the church as an option; in His eyes it’s necessary.

Our reading today comes from Acts 20:28-32. Paul is here addressing the elders of the church
in Ephesus.

Yes, the Lord Jesus considered the church as . He wants everyone to be a
of His church and to with the church regularly. The idea that you can
be a Christian and not be a member of the church is not from the heart of God. When you
take a close look at your Bible, the New Testament that the church is quite necessary to
our relationship with the Lord.

The church that Jesus doesn’t belong to you or to me; it belongs to the Lord. He
built it. After Peter confessed Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the living God, the Lord Jesus said, “I
also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock (that is, the confession Peter made) | will

My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it” (Matthew 16:18). Yes, Jesus
built His church, and not even His could prevent it.

The church belongs to the Lord because He it. The apostle Paul, by inspiration,
told the elders of the church at Ephesus, “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased
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with His own ” (Acts 20:28). If Jesus loved the church enough to for it, how
can we think so little of it? The church must be to the Lord.

The Bible reveals how related Christ is to the church in Ephesians 1:22-23. The
Bible says, “And He (that is, God) put all things in subjection under His feet (that is, Jesus’ feet), and
gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in

all.” Just as your Is inseparably connected to your body, so Christ is inseparably
connected to the church. Just as your body does your will as is conceived in the , SO the
church does the will of its head, and that’s Jesus Christ. The church is the of Christ. We
must never, never Christ from His church or the church from Christ.

The church is extremely precious to the Lord; He considers the church as His . Read
Ephesians 5:25-27. Jesus has gone to great lengths to and to sanctify the church. He
wants her to be radiant with . Jesus the church that much.

When people the church or make it trivial, they mock and insult Jesus Christ. If you
wish to make a man angry, just slander his . Do you think the Lord Jesus will look kindly
on anyone who slanders His ?

| want to the church that the Lord Jesus calls His bride from what people today

think when they hear the word “church.” What I’m speaking about is the Lord’s church
in the New Testament. Many religious groups who call themselves “churches” are
like the New Testament church. They in their name, in their
organization, in their doctrine, in their mission, and in their worship. They’re often a
of our culture more than what God intended for the church to be. Some groups have so little
value and content, it’s no wonder that people see it as unnecessary.

This difference of what we see today and what the Bible teaches and causes
people to stray from the will of God. More than ever, people need to know the revealed
in God’s Word about the church. They need to think clearly about what God desires rather than be
pulled into a hope by something that calls itself church but differs greatly from the
church that Jesus built as found in the New Testament. The Scriptures clearly make the church that
Jesus built a necessity for us to engage in if we wish to God.

Why is the church so necessary? There are several reasons. First, the Lord those that He
saves to His church. When the Jews at Pentecost heard Peter , they were pierced to the
heart and they wanted to know what to do. Peter replied that they must _ and be

for the forgiveness of their sins. Acts 2:41 says, “So then, those who had received his
word were baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand souls.” In verse 47 the Bible
says, “And the Lord was to their number (that is, to the church) day by day those who
were being .” The Lord forgives us at baptism and adds us to His church. Baptism was
that time that they were or saved.

When a person is saved, the Lord him to His church. To be in the church means the
Lord has you. The Scriptures never contemplate a person who is saved as a person who
hasn’t been baptized or a person who is not in the Lord’s church. The apostle Paul told the church at
Colossae, “For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the
of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:13-14). Just




as the Lord grants forgiveness when one repents and is baptized, so the Lord adds the baptized to His
church. The church is the of Christ!
When John wrote to the seven churches of Asia in Revelation 1, he revealed to them what Christ

had done for them. The Bible says, “Grace to you and peace, from Him who is and who was and who
Is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful
witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and

released us from our by His blood—and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His
God and Father—and to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen” (Revelation
1:4-6).

The book of Revelation addresses people who had come into a kingdom and were to
God. John taught that “we” Christians “are of God, and the whole world lies in the of the
evil one” (1 John 5:19). There are but kingdoms: the domain of darkness and the kingdom
of His beloved Son. To enter the Is to enter the kingdom of the beloved Son.

The Lord Jesus Himself spoke of the church as a kingdom. Read what the Lord said in
Matthew 16:18-19. Why would the Lord one thing and then give Peter keys to something

else if the church is not the Kingdom? He doesn’t do that. The church is the kingdom of God today.

Some may ask, Phil, how do you know that? In Acts 20:28, the Lord Jesus purchased the church
with His own . We have no record anywhere in the New Testament that the blood of
Jesus ever purchased anything but the . The twenty-four elders, however, sang this new
song to the Lord Jesus, “Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain,
and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation. And
you have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth”
(Revelation 5:9-10). The same blood didn’t purchase different things, no—the church is
that blood-bought kingdom.

Second, being in the church means you’re blood-bought, but there’s no promise of being blood-
bought to those the church. The church contains the , but the others
outside are still in . The kingdom contains to God, but outside there are no priests
to God. The Bible says, “Whoever has the Son has life; but whoever does not have the Son of God
does not have life” (1 John 5:12) Being in the Lord’s church is to our eternal salvation.

Ephesians chapter 2 contrasts the difference between people who are in the and
outside of Christ from those who come into Christ and His church. The apostle Paul reminds those
who came out of paganism at Ephesus of what they had they became members of the
church, or body of Christ. Read Ephesians 2:12-13. In verses 19 to 22, Paul describes them after
they became Christians, “So then you are no longer and aliens, but you’re fellow

with the saints, and are of God’s household (His family), having been built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in whom the
whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are
being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.” Before, they were strangers without
and without . Now, they’re God’s family and fellow citizens in God’s kingdom,

the church.




Third, the church is necessary because being in the church means that you are a member of God’s

. Paul told Timothy, “but in case | am delayed, I write so that you will know how one

ought to conduct himself in the household (that is, the family) of God, which is the of

the living God, the pillar and support of the truth” (1 Timothy 3:15). Paul identified the church as

God’s household or family. The of God are in the church. If you claim to be in God’s

family but say church membership is unnecessary, then you’re confused and may be
yourself.

The very that puts you into the family of God is what puts one into the church. Compare
these two verses. First, Galatians 3:26-27, “For you are all of God through faith in Christ
Jesus. For all of you who were into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.”
Baptism as an act of and is what makes us children of God. Second, consider 1
Corinthians 12:13, “For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one , Whether Jews or
Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.” This verse says that we
are baptized into the body. Ephesians 1:22-23 taught us that the body of Christ is the
So, baptism is what makes one a child of God, and baptism is what puts us into the body of Chrlst
and that is the church.

When we realize the church is God’s family, it’s the bride of Christ; it’s the body of Christ; it is
the saved; it is those that were bought by the blood of Jesus, then we can see why the church is so

in God’s eyes. Being a member of the Lord’s church is not . Let me

ask you, are you a member of the church that Jesus built? It matters!
Many people claim to be members of the church, but they aren’t . They’ve
worshiping at church or supporting it. By their actions they’ve actually abandoned the
church and in that sense they’ve abandoned the . The Bible says, “let us consider how to
stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as the habit
of some, but one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near”

(Hebrews 10:24-25). The Lord wants us to encourage each other to love and good works and not
assembling with other Christians. You can’t encourage other Christians to stay
if you quit going to church altogether.

I know some of you can’t attend worship because of your . The Lord understands
your situation. But if you can attend, yet to forsake meeting with the Lord’s church,
you’re forsaking the Lord, too. The Lord His people and knows His church. If you quit
serving Him, He knows it. When you stop attending, you also open the door to of
every kind. To stay spiritually , stay in church.

To become a member of the church and to be saved, with all your heart that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God,; of your sins; Jesus Christ as the son of
God; and be . When you’re baptized, the blood of Jesus will away your
sins; he’ll cause you to be to the church. You’ll become a child of God,

again into His family. If you are a member of the church of Christ but you’ve stopped attending, my
friend, why not come back to the Lord and to the church. Get right with God and do it today.
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You Can Understand the Bible
Luke 1:1-4

Longer passages are not quoted in the study sheet, but they can be read in the accompanying transcript.

The Bible is the - book of all time and comes today in hundreds of
languages. Some think the Bible is too to understand. Is it really? God’s way is
always a . God loves us and He gave us His will in written form in the Bible so
that every age and nation could the truth and be . God wants every
person to and to His will.

Some people think the Bible is just too to understand. Perhaps you’ve heard
people say, “The Bible is not to be understood.” Or, “The Bible says different
things to different "7 Or, “What is important is not so much what the Bible says
but what the Bible says to " I’ve heard people claim, “The New Testament addressed
the of the first century but really doesn't speak to us today.”

Others dismiss God’s Word by saying, “It doesn't matter what you believe as long as you
are and love Jesus.” Then there’s the skeptic who says, “You can make the
Bible say anything you it to say.” Some say, “You just take a passage of Scripture
and you read it to a group of people and there’ll be as many of that
passage as there are people in the room.”

These popular charges against the Bible lose sight of God’s in giving us His
Word. They seem to forget about God’s incredible to have a relationship with us
that lasts for an eternity. That relationship means that we can know and know His

. The Lord Jesus promised, “If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples
of Mine; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you ” (John 8:31-32).

Our reading comes from the opening words of The Gospel According to Luke 1:1-4. Is
the Bible meant to be understood? The answer is yes, but don’t take my word for it. Let’s see
what the Bible has to say for itself. Psalm 19:8 says, “The precepts of the LORD are

, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the LORD is , enlightening the
eyes.” Psalm 119:18 says, “Open my eyes, that | may wonderful things from Your
law.” Psalm 119:105 says, “Your word is a to my feet and a to my
path.” Psalm 119:125 says, “lI am Your servant; give me understanding, that | may
Your testimonies.” Psalm 119:130 says, “The unfolding of Your words gives ; It
gives understanding to the simple.” Proverbs 6:23 says, “For the commandment is a lamp and
the teaching is light; and reproofs for discipline are the of life.”

When people say the Bible is not meant to be understood, | wonder how they came to that
conclusion. Did they get it from the or from other people? Surprisingly, some
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churches don’t want you to your Bible. These churches worry that if you read your
Bible, you’ll find out what the Bible actually says and that it’s from what they
teach and practice. The Bible has God’s attached to it, and it challenges those
who vary from it.

The apostle Paul in Scripture about this kind of problem, and even in his
day there were people who were misusing and tampering with God’s Word. Read 2
Corinthians 4:2-4.

The devil will do anything, anything to keep people from understanding the of
God’s Word. He’d love nothing more than to people to the gospel so they won’t
know the truth. Satan will with the Word to convince you to believe something
that’s only partially true. He realizes his message must true or you won’t buy into
it. If he tells a that sounds true, he might lead some folks astray. If he can make his
lie really , he will. But when people obey the lie rather than to
God, they’re deceived with a counterfeit religion. The devil has supplied plenty of counterfeits
in our world today.

We wouldn’t know what the truth is and what error is if it weren’t for this permanent
of truth in the Bible. The Word of God provides that standard of truth for

time. God’s Word is settled in heaven and it doesn’t . It’s this stability, this
security, this solid foundation that allows Christians to remain to God. God was
wise to give His message to mankind in form in the Bible because by giving us
the Bible, we can know the truth which makes us free. The difference between Christ’s true
disciples and other people is that true disciples in the Word of God, while the
others away from the Word.

So, we must stay with God’s Word. God expected ancient Israelite parents to
their children the Law of God. The Lord God was concerned that a generation might arise that

didn’t know His . Read what Moses commanded them in
Deuteronomy 31:10-13. If the Bible were so to understand, God wouldn’t have
commanded all Israel to read the law every seven years. Truly, we understand the

Bible. The Bible says, “The secret things belong to the Lorp our God, but the things that are
belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this
law” (Deuteronomy 29:29). God gave us His Word to bless us.

Read what Deuteronomy 30:11-14 explains. God not only wants us to understand it, He
also us to love and obey it.

The Word of God went out to Israel. There were all kinds of people :
There were the people who might be wise, and then there were the naive; there were people
who were conservative, and there were people who were liberal; there were people who were




educated, the young, and the old. Those who didn't know God’s Law were expected to
the Law and it. You’re not an exception. God expects you to know His will.

First Timothy 2:3-4 says, “This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who
desires all men to be saved and to come to the of the truth.” God doesn’t
communicate in riddles, nor does He hold back some message for only the select
few. Oh, no! God wants to be able to know the truth, to be saved, and to live in
heaven with Him. The Bible says in Hebrews 2:9 that Jesus tasted for every
person. Why then would God give us a Bible with the words of , but give it in a way
that we couldn’t understand it? That’s ridiculous.

When God inspired Luke to one of the four gospel accounts, He chose this Greek
Gentile to write to a Roman authority about Jesus Christ, a Jew. Luke didn’t grow up knowing
about God, and Theophilus had only heard bits and pieces. Read what the inspired Luke
wrote in Luke 1:1-4. Theophilus apparently wanted to know the truth, and Luke said that he
could tell him with the things concerning Jesus Christ. The Bible was written
to impart to us knowledge, knowledge, and the knowledge of
Jesus Christ.

Read what the apostle John said in John 20:30-31. God gave us this book, the Bible, so

that we might in Jesus Christ and be saved and have life in His name. | cannot
imagine why, if this is the of the Bible, that God would write something that
nobody can understand. The fact is we can understand what we to know to be
saved and go to heaven and live with God forever!

Read Acts 17:2-4. The Scripture is not some strange , but it’s a book that
gives life and tells the marvelous story of Jesus Christ.

From this inspired book, we learn the most wonderful story of and :
To some it may be meaningless, but to us it’s the meaningful story in the entire
world. I’m so thankful that God chose men and inspired them to that story down in
the first century so that we could hear it, and we could read it as it really happened, and could
believe and obey it. The New Testament gives us accounts of the death,

burial, and resurrection of Christ, a story of good new that saves our souls. There simply is no
better, no more important, no more meaningful story in the entire world.

The gospel provides God’s unto salvation to everyone who believes it,
according to Romans 1:16. God knew that He had to Himself to mankind if they
were to know and believe in Him and find salvation. We also can know some things through
observing the universe, but we can’t know the story; we can’t know it apart from
the Word of God. The Bible says, “For since in the wisdom of God the world through its
wisdom did not come to know God, then God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the
preached to save those who believe” (1 Corinthians 1:21). If we want to know
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the truth about God, we must go to His Word. Our task is to hear it, believe it,
love it, obey it, and share it with others. Oh, thank God for the Bible!

The apostle Paul said, “For we write nothing else to you than what you and
, and | hope you’ll understand until the end” (2 Corinthians 1:13). Paul wrote
no other thing but what the Corinthians could understand; and we too can understand the Bible.

In fact, we must understand the Word of God and it. Why? Because one day we
will be by the Word of God. The Lord Jesus said, “He who rejects Me and
does not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the that | spoke is what will
judge him at the last day” (John 12:48). My friend, you and I will be judged one day by the
Words that are in this book. We will stand before God and we’ll have to give
an for our lives, and the standard will be these written Words.

The Lord Jesus said, “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom
of heaven, but he who the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter” (Matthew
7:21). We must know what the will of God is. The purest of God’s will is found
in the New Testament. So don’t settle for anything than the Scriptures. They will lead
you to an knowledge of the Lord’s will. And they will give you the unfailing truth
that to eternal life. What kind of God says, “I’m going to judge you by the things
in the books” (Revelation 20:11-15 and John 12:48), but then gives us a book
that people understand? Wouldn’t such a God be a monster? But our God isn’t like
that. He gives us a book so that we understand. Our God loves us and wants all men
to be and to know the truth. Shouldn’t we strive to know His will? If knowing and
doing the will of God is the difference between eternal life and death, can we afford to

what He says?

The apostle Paul said, “Do your best to present yourself to God as one , a
worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2: 15)
God wants us to the Bible so that we will know the truth and not be ashamed on the

Day of Judgment because we didn’t follow the teaching of the Bible. Proverbs 23:23 says,
“Buy truth, and do not sell it, get wisdom and instruction and understanding.”

| hope you’ll follow those and that you’ll come to Christ. To hear the Words
of Christ and believe them is a part of what it means to come to Him. Do that; of
your sins and the name of Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the living God.
Repentance means that you your heart; you leave sin and you turn to the ways of
God. So with love and faith and repentance, be for the forgiveness of your sins
as Acts 2:38 and Acts 22:16 teach. The baptism of Christ is an immersion. When you do, God
will you with His grace and forgiveness and add you to His . He’ll make
you His child and give you an inheritance with Him. My friend, won’t you do that? Won’t you
do it today?




OF THE LORD'S WAy @

I STUDY SHEET
SEARC H November 24, 2019

Giving Thanks
Psalm 103:1-5

Longer passages are not quoted in the study sheet, but they can be read in the accompanying transcript.

The mark of a real Christian is love, the love that out of thanksgiving. Today, we’re
exploring our to give thanks. The Bible teaches us what God has done for us and how
He’s us every day of our lives. Paul realized that “In him we live and move and
have our being”; and “we are indeed his offspring” (Acts 17:28). God provides everything we
need physically and spiritually to live godly lives filled with works.

William Law, in his book, A Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life, said, “Would you know
who is the greatest saint in the world? It is not he who prays most or fasts most; it is not he who
gives most alms, or is more eminent for temperance, chastity, or justice; but it is he who is

thankful to God who wills everything that God wills, who receives everything as an
instance of God’s goodness, and has a always ready to praise God for it.”

One temptation of the maturing Christian is the of getting accustomed to his
blessings. Like the traveler who has been everywhere and seen everything, the maturing
Christian is in danger of taking his blessings for and getting so accustomed to them
that they fail to excite him as they once did. Emerson said that if the stars came out only once a
year, everybody would stay up all night to behold them. | fear we’ve seen the stars so often we
don’t bother to look at them. We’ve grown accustomed to our blessings.

Psalm 92:1-2 says, “It is good to give to the LORD And to sing praises to Your
name, O Most High; To declare Your lovingkindness in the morning And Your faithfulness by
night.” Are you thankful?

Our scripture reading today comes from Psalm 103:1-5. This is a psalm of David talking
about all the good that God has done.

Psalm 100:4 says, “Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise. Give
thanks to Him, bless His name.” This is really what those who love God doing. Giving
thanks takes place when people about all the good that God has done. In the old
Anglo-Saxon tongue, thankfulness means “thinkfulness”; thinking of all that God’s goodness
gives to us and how it draws forth from our heart’s gratitude. When we our blessings,
we begin to realize all the good God has made possible for us. James 1:17 says, “Every good
thing given and every perfect gift is from , coming down from the Father of lights,
with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.” Yes, every good thing is from our God!

The Christian life should be of thanksgiving. Read what Paul wrote in Colossians
3:15-17. Gratitude for the Lord us to forgive others, to sing from our hearts and to
serve the Lord Jesus.
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When people to respect and thank God, they give their lives to things that can do
them no good. Nothing substitutes for God. Read Romans 1:18-23. Those who God
settle for useless idols and futile speculations. Without God, there is no :

Don’t forget all the good things that He has for you. Moses warned the Israelites
not to forget God after they entered the Promised Land. He said, “When you have eaten and are
satisfied, you shall the LorRD your God for the good land which He has given you.
Read Deuteronomy 8:10-14.

The book of Judges tells the sad story of a generation that lost of God and had to
be disciplined. Judges 2:7 tells of the faithfulness of the people during the lifetime of Joshua:
“The people the LorD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who
survived Joshua, who had seen all the great work which the LorD had done for lIsrael.”
However, verse ten tells what happened later: “All that generation also were gathered to their
fathers; (that is, the generation of Joshua) and there arose another generation after them who did
not the LORD, nor yet the work which He had done for Israel.”

The later generation “did evil in the sight of the Lord and served the Baals, they forsook the
Lord, the God of their fathers” according to verses eleven and twelve. Judges 2:14 says, “The

of the LORD burned against Israel, and He gave them into the hands of plunderers
who plundered them; and He sold them into the hands of their enemies around them, so that
they could no longer stand before their enemies. Wherever they went, the hand of the LORD was
against them for evil, as the LORD had spoken and as the LORD had sworn to them, so that they
were severely distressed.” When we forget the Lord, we put our and our into
jeopardy. God raised up judges to deliver them from the hand of their enemies, but they
wouldn’t to the judges and they turned quickly away from the Lord back to the idols.

On the other hand, Job held to God even when he suffered great anguish. According
to Job, chapter one, Job suffered the of seven sons and three daughters, 7,000 sheep,
3,000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, 500 female donkeys, and very many servants. He was the
greatest of all the men of the east. Job 1:20-22 says, “Then Job arose and tore his robe and
shaved his head, and he fell to the ground and . He said, ‘Naked | came from my
mother’s womb, And naked | shall return there. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away.
Blessed be the name of the LorD.” And through all this Job did not sin nor did he blame God.”

In chapter two, Job suffered a terrible that caused boils from the sole of his foot
to the crown of his head. Job didn’t understand why this happened, but he did not give up his

in God. When his wife told him to curse God and die, Job said, “Shall we indeed
accept good from God and not accept adversity?” In all this Job did not with his lips.
We all face adversity, but we should forget the good that God gives to us.

What does God do for us? Let’s count our blessings. First, we should be thankful we are not

where we were spiritually. Salvation is no small . Paul realized what it means to be
from sin. He said, “But thanks be to God that though you were of sin, you
2




became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed, and
having been freed from sin, you became of righteousness” (Romans 6:17-18). On a
very personal level, Paul knew how important it was to be saved from sin. He said, “Wretched
man that | am! Who will set me free from the body of this death? Thanks be to God through

Jesus Christ our Lord!” (Romans 7:24-25). Without Jesus, we could never be from
sin’s control and destiny.

Second, we should be thankful we have a who loves us and is interceding for us.
First Timothy 2:5-6 says, “For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus, who Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the
proper time.” Jesus not only died for us; He serves as our with God the Father
and makes intercession for us (Hebrews 7:25).

Third, we should be thankful we have a in heaven to bless and help us. The Lord
Jesus said, “Do not then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or “What will we drink?’ or “‘What

will we wear for clothing?” For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly
Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness,
and all these things will be to you” (Matthew 6:31-33). God will take of us!

Fourth, we should be thankful the Lord gives us . Isaiah 40:28-31 says, “Do you
not know? Have you not heard? The Everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the
earth Does not become weary or tired. His understanding is inscrutable. He gives strength to the
weary, And to him who lacks might He increases power. Though youths grow weary and tired,
And vigorous young men stumble badly, Yet those who wait for the LorD Will gain new
strength; They will mount up with wings like eagles, They will run and not get tired, They will
walk and not become weary.”

Fifth, we should be thankful that our are written in heaven. Luke 10:17-20 says,
“The seventy returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, even the demons are to us in Your
name.”” He said to them, ““l was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning. Behold, | have
given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and
nothing will injure you. Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you,
but rejoice that your are recorded in heaven.”” Even a miracle is not as great a
blessing as knowing that our names are recorded in heaven. This is our :

Sixth, we should be thankful we have over death. Because Jesus arose from the
dead, we have in our bodily resurrection. Paul wrote, “Now | say this, brethren, that
flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the
imperishable. Behold, | tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be :
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the
dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For this perishable must put on the
imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality. But when this perishable will have put
on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the
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saying that is written, ‘Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is your victory? O
death, where is your sting?’ The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; but thanks
be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:50-56).

Seventh, we should be thankful that we have an in heaven. Jesus went to the
Father in heaven to a place for us. First Peter 1:3-5 says, “Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born
again to a hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an
inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not away, reserved in heaven
for you, who are protected by the of God through faith for a salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time.” Yes, we have an imperishable, undefiled, and unfading inheritance.
We serve a great and loving God.

Let’s praise God and thank Him for all His blessings. Thanksgiving is the foundation of our

for God. Psalm 30:4-5 says, “Sing praise to the LoRrD, you His godly ones, And give
thanks to His holy name. For His anger is but for a moment, His favor is for a lifetime;
Weeping may last for the night, But a shout of joy comes in the morning.”

Don’t let a single day, not even a single day, pass without giving thanks to God for His love,
His grace, and His blessing! Without God we have no hope; but with God in our lives, we have
every hope and . We can in His love. We can face the future with
confidence, because God walks with us. He walks with us every step we take. Make this day
and every day a day of thanksgiving! And never, never forget what God has done for you.

Leslie Flynn tells the story about a farmer in Vermont. He was sitting on the porch with his
wife. He was thinking about how much she meant to him. It was about time—for they had lived
together for forty-two years; and she had been such a help, a willing hard worker. One day as
they sat together, he said, “Wife, you’ve been such a wonderful woman that I can hardly keep
from telling you.” 1I’m sure it would mean much to her if he had regularly told her how much he
loved and valued her as a wife. Should we be like this thankless farmer and forget how good
God has been to us?

Everyone likes to , “thank you.” Some people are kinder to the store clerk than
they are to their families; they hardly say “thank you” to their families. Others are kinder to the
store clerk than they are to God, because they rarely if ever pray, study the Bible, or attend
worship. Some rarely think about God or respect His words. When people live more like the

than they do the Lord, their hearts are far from God. If you’re grateful to God, say
so! If you’re grateful to God, show it!

Gratitude for the cross of Christ, revealed in the gospel, calls us to deny ourselves, to take up
our cross daily, and to follow the Lord Jesus. Love calls us to believe and trust the Lord and His
teaching, to turn away from sin and evil, to confess our faith in Jesus Christ, and to be baptized
into Christ for the forgiveness of our sins. Baptism into Christ washes away our sins, and adds
us to the church, and makes us children of God.
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